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leadership, concentration of power and fighting efficiency with
democracy.
This dictatorship, just because it was dictatorship, may be
mistaken for being Fascistic. But the two are poles apart.
Fascism is based on violence. The Congress, on the other hand,
was a non-violent organization. It did not impose its will on
others and had only moral sanctions. Thus as the only purely
non-violent organization of importance in the world the
Congress was the very antithesis of Fascism. The smallest
minority group in the Congress could resist the unjust majority
non-violently and thus safeguard its rights.
That the Congress did not believe in "leader-worship" is
amply borne out by Gandhiji's repeated withdrawal from the
Congress. In July 1940 the Congress went so far as to absolve
him of his leadership. Gandhiji's influence over the Congress,
which was often exaggerated, was purely moral. "My opinion,"
he says, "prevails only to the extent that I carry conviction.
Let me give out the secret that often my advice makes no appeal
to the members."34
One reason why the Congress was sometimes mistaken for
being Fascistic is the discipline that it tried to maintain. We
have explained why the Congress had to resort to disciplinary
action against recalcitrants in order to root out corruption and
indiscipline. After all the existence of even a voluntary
organization presumes a minimum of allegiance to common
principles and modes of action.
Though only a part of India's population was represented
on the Congress register, it claimed, by the right of service, to
speak for and aspired to represent the entire nation. In the past
it also aimed at being an all-inclusive organization. This was
due to its being the spearhead of Indian nationalism, a kind of
national front. As Gandhiji once remarked, "Absorption is in-
evitable when a country is engaged in a struggle to wrest power
from foreign hands; it cannot afford to have separate rival poli-
tical organizations. The entire strength of the country must be
used for ousting the third and usurping party."35
The Congress had its defects and failings. But it was in the
words of Gandhiji, "the only organization, however imperfect,
34 H., Aug. 12, 1939, p. 233.
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